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Dear Parents,
It’s been a hectic term at The Blue Door Nursery with lots of exciting developments  - you’ll have noticed the new gates and the new cloakroom area inside the nursery.  We have had new carpets and flooring throughout the baby area and the back classroom which have made everything look really smart.  We have also had our new Summer house erected in the back garden which is proving extremely popular and then there was the new roof!  
Christmas has been a whirlwind through the Nursery this week and the children are busily creating delights for your home!  Christmas music is playing as I type and the sense of anticipation  is amazing; it’s such a joy to be with some many little ones over the Christmas period and share their excitement!  Don’t forget that on Friday (16th) you can come dressed up as a favourite Christmas character, we will be taking photos of all the children and will show these on the big screen during the week before Christmas. 
Staffing information
You will have noticed some new staff in Nursery over the last term: Michelle, who works mostly with the youngest children has recently moved to the area and is training for her Level 3 qualification having been working in a nursery in Woking.  Also, Gill has joined our Bank Staff Cover team (when people are off).  Gill is retired but used to be the school nurse for this area and so knows lots of the families already.  Gill has also worked in the Trevor Mann unit at the Royal Alexandra Hospital and is a qualified Paediatric nurse.  We have welcomed Ellie back this week from University, Ellie is working with us over the holidays and it has been lovely to have her back.
Nursery Christmas closure
We are closing for Christmas at 4 o/c on Friday 23rd December and we are reopening at 7.30 on Tuesday 3rd January 2012.
Staff babysitting
Several staff members are available for weekend and evening babysitting arrangements.  We would like to remind you of the following points:
· Staff would be working for you privately – they are not insured and are not covered by any of the Nursery policies or procedures
· Staff are only available outside of their nursery working hours
· Staff arrange their own fee rates, these are different for each individual staff member, and these must be agreed in advance
· Please do not embarrass staff by asking them to work at any times that would jeopardise their employment contracts at the Nursery
The following staff are available for babysitting: Katie W, April, Michelle, Nicole and Sophie Mc
Reminders 
· Please remember that we do go outside every day: your child will need a warm coat and a hat.  They will also need strong shoes or boots (and some indoor shoes / plimsolls to change into). A jumper without a coat is not sufficient!
· PLEASE PUT YOUR CHILD’S NAME IN EVERYTHING THEY BRING TO NURSERY!!
· If you are claiming EYEE funding and your child brings their own tea please remember to put an ice block into their snack-box as we do not have room to store them in our fridge.
· Please remember that it is not possible to drop children off early at nursery or pick up late without prior arrangement – we do not have staffing in place ‘on the day’

EYEE funding Spring term 2012
These are the funded weeks next term:
Weeks ending –	January 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th
			February 3rd, 10th, 24th 
			Half term week is 13th – 17th February
			March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd 
There is no funding 26th March – 13th April (incl.) – this is one week holiday more than the school holidays
And finally…
[bookmark: _GoBack]We thank you for your continued support of The Blue Door Nursery during 2011.  We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and we look forward to seeing everybody again in 2012.
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